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Pheasant change suggested
By LAUREN DONOVAN, Bismarck Tribune

Down in Mott country, the pheasant capital of the

e Midwest, they can put the champagne on ice.

With Gov. John Hoeven's approval, pheasant
season will open one week earlier next fall and
go into a rotation to allow upland bird and
waterfowl seasons consecutive opening
weekends.

Out where pheasants fly, State Game and Fish
Commissioner Dean Hildebrand's compromise
pian that opens pheasant hunting earlier many
years, while avoiding a conflict with the opening
of waterfowl hunting, is hailed as good news both
for hunters and for the communities that host
them.

Hildebrand made the recommendation to the
governor's office earlier this week.

Pat Candrian, who manages the Cannonball Co.
pheasant hunt operation at Regent, said he'd
been lobbying for a change that opened
pheasant season the first Saturday of every
October.

Instead, Hildebrand's plan, which is pending
Hoeven's stamp, will open the season the
Saturday after waterfowl opening, a date set by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to coincide
with the weekend in either September or October
closest to the first Saturday in October.

Some years, like 2002, that means an exira early
week for ringnecks starting Oct. 5, because
waterfowi opens Sept. 28.

o Just for this little company, that one week will

Erbarbnimacaatd hda, 0

magn gn griditinngt €100 nnn Y Candrign egid

httey:// www.bismarcktribunq.conﬁarchivesfi ndex.inn?toc=detail&doc=/200.. /26-187-nws-2.tx  2/1/2002



aline - Bismarck, N.D. Page 2 of 3

ra~1E11 l"lﬂ\'_:i 1S a Qan auueuu: [L=1] L2 IUU,UUU' p= =R IV [l=}3% [~ 1= ] [V
4 Roviews  wjpeq big bucks "
deo Reviews

Archive
Aovia Showtimes 1y 50503 pheasants won't be legal untit Oct. 11,
Coupon Elver because waterfow opens Oct. 4,

: m‘m The way it works out, pheasant opener will be
flness hen a week earlier than the current second

g e Saturday in October half the time.
Archive
Community Sports
Bﬁﬁ“&%ﬂgﬂ Candrian said he's happy for the 50 percent
Sm%ﬁ%%% improvement, but he'| keep working for the other

half.

ng Hildebrand said he doesnt want to move the
Home Improvement pheasant opener to 5 static date that wouid
Lawn-Gaden  SOmetimes conflict with the waterfowl opener
gﬁlﬁ because many hunters fike to take advantage of

Business Diraciory both opening weekends.

“It makes a lot of sense," Hildebrand saig.

Bob Harms, chief Counsel for Hoeven, said the
governor fikes the plan because it avoids that
very conflict, but wants to give staff an
opportunity to assess jts strengths and
weaknesses before making it official.

“'m assuming he will implement it. It moves in a
direction that the governor favors,” Harms said.

Harms said the governor's view is that eariier
hunting is good for the state's €conomy and gets
hunters out in the fieid during nicer October

Seci Q‘iﬂiﬂlef* weather.
;@MMIE ; E._“ Hoeven was out of the office and not available
Eﬂle_fmg_ﬁmm

for comment.

Hiidebrand said his plan makes good financial
Online Education gonco ot no biological risk to the pheasants
in themselves.

He said there is some concern that Jate hatched
birds won't exhibit their distinctive maie coloring
any earlier.

Rt "They're only shooting an identifiable rooster. i
you can't tell, don't shoot," Hildebrand said.
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proclamation for the governor's signature.

Harms said the department may get more input
during regional advisory board meetings.

Search for

Word one (
€ and © or € not

[ —

Word two[
@ and © or C not

Word three t

Maximum stories:

e etk acfinday ianTloc=detil&doc=/200../26-18T-nws-2.tx 2/1/2002

o



